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WEATHER Temperatures ,ave_a_ed_near ,normal, ,but there,were, rapid _fluctua_tions. There

was no preciBitati,on-of consequence ,except'light_snow,.@nd _leet mixed &n :the

extreme ea_stern portion. _Several_ days iwere _very_windy.

CROPS Continued drouth*_vith_shor, t period of:_hiEh,_minds and 'a-cold wave of '_hort 'dura-

tion were,the leading f_e_thresiBf "the _past'week. :High"winds moved some -soil,

particularly in ccrnfields_that_ had,been,plowed and ,same wheat fields where the top

growth was not up to the average. Most clothe county repo_ts indicate that wheat is

still holding but one report _stated that farmers were locking-for s_ne spring wheat
in case thin spots in the wheat fields winter killed,

The autumn and winter season so far has generally b_en highly,favorable for'farm

work which enabled many of the farmers to do :the_r_9_n_work. _This shortened the 'de-

mand for farm labor.'One ,county is predicting_reduction,,ofEedera.l,inceme_tax be-

cause of the §lump in price ofJ_arm commmdihies.fq_,1949.

In the ,west-_,the potato_ Droop is .begl,nning _to-_move_ Marketings -have .been :del_ayed

because of unsatisfactory price,/:;Certified _seed potatoes _,to%a,led 794,000 'bushels

which is just sli_ghtly_,above last ,year and sli ghtly_above _,theaverage. The produc-

tion of certified seed potatoes _or the'-United _Statss was only s_ightly above last

year but 84% larger thancthe 1938-47 aver,ag_.

LIVESTOCK The winter season so far has been mild and favorable for livestock. Due

to the o,pen winter much more feed was obtained from range than usual and

unless weather conditions change considerably for the worse, there is chance for a

large carry-over of hay which may come into _ood play since the present outlook for

next year's hay crop is not as good as it was a year ago due to lack of fall and
winter moisture.

The autumn and winter season so far has also be@_ighly favorable for finishing

livestock for market. _ess grain add lab@r_ required than last year when the

weather conditions were so unfavorable. The Jau_ary i report of Cattle on Feed _ll _

be released Wednesday.

Sheep and lamb feedingwez_ reduced 24%wlth only 420,O00 head on feed January i
compared with _50,000 head on January i, 1949, Present numbers are far below the

average. 0nly one Cornbelt state, Indiana, had a gCeater reduction in lamb fe'eding

than Nebraska. Of the Cornbelt states as a whole, there was only 3% reduction.

Western states reduced sheep feeding operations 12%,while for the country as a whole,

the reduction is only 7% in sheep feeding January i.

Weather Bureau Telegraphic Report of Precipitation for Week Ending January 16, 1950

Eastern Division Central Division Western Division

Grand Island O Burwell O Chadron O

Lincoln .08 North Platte 0 Hayes Center 0

Norfolk .02 Valentine 0 $oottsbluff 0

Omaha .1S Sidney O
Sioux City .O1
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